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WELCOME
TO WAITAKI GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL - where girls grow into strong women
We live in a diverse and ever changing world. Globalisation, economic and
social reform as well as technological advancement have transformed the
world. As educators we have a responsibility to prepare our young people for
the world they will live in. We are not educating our students for our past, but
their future. At Waitaki Girls’ we embrace these challenges by offering both a
broad curriculum and co-curricular activities to enable our young women to
succeed in the world beyond school.
We are a successful learning community based on excellence and trust that is
promoted in a learning environment that is safe, caring and accepting of
diversity. Girls at all levels are encouraged to take up leadership roles. These
opportunities help them develop greater self-confidence and prepare them as
young women well equipped for life.
Our girls show pride in their school and our PB4L values which encourage
learners to be respectful, responsible and resilient. We aim to foster each girl’s individual strengths. Staff work
together to provide a holistic integrated approach to student development focusing on key competencies for learning
and life. We are proud of our inclusive environment that allows all students to access the curriculum. Students leave
Waitaki as confident, well-rounded independent young women who can follow their aspirations and make the most
of the opportunities in life. We invite you to visit us and become a part of our community.
Kia Whakaute Kia Haepapa Kia Kaha I kā katoa

Margaret Williams—Acting Principal
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WHY CHOOSE A
GIRLS’ SCHOOL?
 Girls’ schools don’t just offer equal opportunities, they offer every opportunity.
 Girls learn differently than boys and in an “all girls” environment girls are taught in ways that are

in keeping with female learning styles.
 Studies show that nearly every girl, regardless of her ability or socio-economic status performs

better in single-sex classrooms than in co-educational ones.
 Single sex schools dominate the top of the examination league tables.
 Girls’ schools prepare girls for the complex and rapidly changing world they will face.
 Research proves that girls in girls’ schools develop greater autonomy than girls in
co-educational schools do.

WHY CHOOSE
WAITAKI GIRLS’
HIGH SCHOOL?

 We will focus on the strengths and individuality of

your daughter.
 We have a long and proven record of excellence in

academic, sporting, cultural and service activities.
 Your daughter will thrive in this school.
 At WGHS you will be in no doubt as to who receives

the teacher’s full attention – it will be your daughter.
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SCHOOL FACILITIES

Waitaki Girls’ High School is situated close to the centre of Oamaru.
It is housed over three blocks with the main teaching areas centrally located. On adjacent blocks
are our hostel facilities, Wilson Park, the Waitaki Community Recreation Centre and its facilities,
and a modern Music Suite, including practice rooms and classroom spaces.
In 2015, we refurbished and opened our new library, “Whare Mātauranga” – House of Knowledge
and a new Language and Performing Arts classroom. These modern and vibrant learning areas are
flexible and welcoming. We also strengthened our digital capacity to enable students to bring their
own electronic devices to school.

Our refurbishment has also seen a dramatic redevelopment of our e-learning spaces. The modernised
layout makes for a more open classroom experience with an emphasis on participatory and self-directed
learning. We also have modern science laboratories.
The established trees and gardens help give our school its undoubted charm and enhance the
outstanding and well-resourced classroom facilities.
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CURRICULUM

We offer a broad, innovative and flexible curriculum designed to meet the learning needs of our
students. We work with our students to help them set personal goals and to achieve to the very
best of their ability. They gain the knowledge, skills and confidence they need for life beyond
secondary school.
The curriculum provided at Waitaki Girls’ High School is based on the New Zealand Curriculum
(NZC). It provides students with opportunities to develop the values, key competencies and
knowledge which are vital to becoming, active, confident and contributing members of our
society.
Learning for girls at Years 9 and 10 is organised so they study subjects from all the learning areas.
In the senior school girls are given the opportunity to specialise according to their particular
academic interests and strengths. In addition to this all Year 12 and 13 Students take part in a Life
Skills programme for two hours each week which offers the opportunity to participate in a variety
of short courses through the local Polytechnic, including First Aid, and involvement in work
experience. Subjects are also available through Distance Learning (DLE) and these are studied
on-line. Te Reo, Media Studies and Equine Studies have all been selected by a number of our
senior students, as well as other languages.

Girls at Year 12 and Year 13 level have the opportunity to be a part of the Gateway programme. Waitaki
Girls’ High School is very fortunate to have well established relationships with local industry, which allow
students to gain some initial industry based training and qualifications. Many of the girls who have been
through this programme have either gone on to achieve industry scholarships for further tertiary education,
or to find employment in the particular areas in which they have been involved. We also have a number of
senior girls involved in exploring vocational pathways in secondary-tertiary partnerships (Vpath).
The curriculum at Waitaki Girls’ High School enables girls to develop self-confidence and to explore a range
of learning skills empowering them to achieve personal excellence.
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Curriculum Pathways: Where your learning leads
Learning
Areas
Arts

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12

Year 13

Art
Music
Performing Arts
Project Based
Learning

Art
Performance
Arts

Art
Music

*Art - Design
*Art - Painting
*Art - Photography
Music

*Art - Design
*Art - Painting
*Art Photography
Music

English

English

English

English
Skills English

English
Skills English

English
Skills English

Languages

German /
Japanese /
Mandarin
Cultural Studies
**DLE - Te Reo

German
DLE Japanese /
Te Reo /
Mandarin

German
DLE - Japanese /
Te Reo /
Mandarin

German
DLE - Japanese /
Te Reo / Mandarin

German
DLE - Japanese /
Te Reo /
Mandarin / French

Mathematics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Physical
Education/
Health

Physical
Education/
Health

Mathematics
Mathematics and
Statistics
Physical Education
Practical Physical
Education

Calculus
Statistics

Physical
Education
and Health

Mathematics
Maths –
Numeracy
Physical
Education

Science

Science

Science
Agriculture

Science
Agriculture
Skills Science

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Agriculture

Social Studies

Social Studies

Social Studies

Business
Studies
Geography
History

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Agriculture
Skills Science
Accounting
Economics
Geography
History
Tourism

Technology

Textiles
Technology
Digital
Technology
Food
Technology &
Nutrition
Design & Visual
Communication

Textiles
Technology
Digital
Technology
Food
Technology &
Nutrition

Textiles
Technology
Digital
Technology
Food
Technology &
Nutrition

Textiles Technology
Digital Technology –
Print Design
Food Technology
and Nutrition

Textiles
Technology
Digital Technology
– Web Design
Food Technology
& Nutrition

Careers

Vocational
Studies

Transition
Life Skills
(compulsory)
Gateway

Transition
Life Skills
(compulsory)
Gateway

Vocational
Studies

Physical Education
Practical Physical
Education

Accounting
Economics
Geography
History
Tourism
Classical Studies

* Only two Art subjects may be studied
** DLE – Distance Learning
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CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Waitaki Girls’ High School has a proud cultural record.
The Arts Curriculum is highly valued and there is a strong
tradition of participation and excellence in all things
cultural.
Our girls have many opportunities to showcase their
talents, through Theatrix, House Choir
Competition and Talent Quests. Every second year
Waitaki Girls’ High School and Waitaki Boys’ High School
produce a musical.

Arts Week
Arts and Photography
Art Exhibitions
Book Week
Choir
Concert Band
Dance Club
Debating
Drama Club
Duke of Edinburgh
Film and Media Club
House Choirs
Itinerant Music
Junior Drama
Kapa Haka
Orchestra
Pasifika
School Production
Talent Quest
Theatrix
Waitaki Singers
Youth Orchestra
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SPORTING ACTIVITIES

Aerobics
Athletics
Badminton
Basketball
Bowls
Cricket
Croquet
Cross-Country
Diving
Duathlon
Equestrian
Football
Golf
Gymnastics
Hockey
Netball
Rock-climbing
Rowing
Rugby
Skiing
Squash
Swimming
Table Tennis
Tennis
Touch Triathlon
Volleyball

Waitaki Girls’ High School has a proud sporting record. We
encourage fair play and participation in, and enjoyment of, sport. Girls
learn to take leadership and coaching roles. We are very fortunate to
have extensive sporting facilities in the school. These include Wilson Park
(a spacious recreational area), the tennis and netball courts and pavilion,
and the Waitaki Community Recreation Centre which incorporates two
gymnasia and facilities for aerobics, rock climbing and weight training.

Students are able to take part in a wide range of summer and winter sports. Senior students undertake
coaching programmes with junior sports teams. The school appreciates assistance from family and
community members in managing and coaching teams.
Every year Waitaki Girls’ High School has sporting exchanges with Avonside, Christchurch,
Timaru, Otago and Southland Girls’ High Schools.
Swimming sports, Athletics and Tabloids Day are days of team participation, sporting excellence and fun.
There is exceptional House spirit on display on these occasions.
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PASTORAL

Girls do their best when they feel safe and have a sense of belonging. At Waitaki Girls’ High
School we have built a positive, caring environment where people feel valued and able to achieve
to the best of their ability. Students support each other through Whanau groups, the House
system, and the Peer Support programme.
The Guidance Network supports the learning of students by ensuring they are taking appropriate
subjects and are accessing the learning support and extension they need. The Guidance Network
aims to ensure that students feel safe and happy and develop positive relationships. Guidance
staff include the School Counsellor, the Careers Adviser, the Dean of Māori/Pasifika students and
the Learning Support Co-ordinator who provide a professional service that is sensitive to the
individual needs of students.
The Year Level Deans have an overview of their year level. They oversee the well-being of each
student in the year group and have responsibility for their programmes, including organisation of
subject choices, and the enrolment of new students. They are the first point of contact in the link
between home and school. They are supported in their roles by the Senior Leadership Team
including the Principal, The Deputy Principal and the Assistant Principal.

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) is a consistent, school wide system of support which aims to promote
appropriate behaviour in a positive manner. It aims to minimise problem behaviour and maximise and
acknowledge positive social and academic behaviours.





A clear set of positive expectations for all students and staff
Procedures for teaching expected behaviours
A continuum of procedures for encouraging expected behaviours
A continuum of procedures for discouraging inappropriate
behaviours.

We want our learners to be Respectful, Responsible and Resilient at all times in all
settings whether they are in the classroom, the grounds, the sports field or the
wider community.
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LEADERSHIP

Developing student leadership
is a strong priority at Waitaki
Girls’ High School. Girls are
offered many opportunities to
demonstrate and develop
leadership skills, in a
supportive environment,
across all year levels.

Students are expected to work hard and challenge themselves to optimise their personal growth in
academic, sporting, cultural and service activities. They are encouraged to participate in a wide range of
activities and through these activities to build character, determination and resilience.
The Peer Support system gives senior students an opportunity to support and lead juniors and builds positive
relationships between year levels. Senior students offer academic assistance through Peer tutoring. Student
Leaders are responsible for running one full formal assembly each term.
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WAITAKI HOUSE

“Waitaki House” is a modern facility, situated in the school’s attractive grounds. It provides
excellent facilities in a caring, positive and structured environment for girls needing
accommodation away from home to complete their secondary education. Boarders come from
throughout New Zealand and the world providing for a unique experience in boarding and
lifelong friendships.
Waitaki House offers girls the chance for an exceptional education in and out of the classroom.
Learning skills that will help them in their future and having fun along the way. Access to tutors,
school facilities, computers and wireless all help provide for a positive environment that allows
girls to grow and reach their potential.
We offer seven day and flexible boarding. Waitaki House has a supportive and nurturing culture
where engagement is encouraged. A Plethora of activities take place during the week and at
weekends helping each girl to develop and grow.
We invite you to come and have a look through our fantastic facilities.
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COMMUNITY

Amnesty International
ASTRA
Blue Light Committee
Canteen Assistants
Cultural Council
Health Committee
Gala
Librarians
Mufti Days
Operation Christmas Child
Peer Tutoring
SADD
Sports Council
Student Executive
Student Council
Student Leader roles

Student Social Committee
Giving back to the community and becoming a functioning
member of a global society is a part of the vision of the New
Zealand Curriculum.
At Waitaki Girls’ High School girls learn how to become
functioning and contributing members of society. They have a
myriad of opportunities to grow their confidence
in ways that will ensure they are positive of their own
identities, resourceful and resilient.

Victorian Heritage Week
Waitaki District Council
World Vision
Young Farmers

They learn to relate well to others and become members of communities and international citizens. They
become active contributors to the well-being of New Zealand – socially, culturally, economically and
environmentally.
Our girls are mentored to become confident, connected, actively involved, lifelong learners.
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HISTORY

Waitaki Girls’ High School has a proud history. It is amongst the oldest schools in the country
having been founded in 1887. We are proud of the women who have been pupils here and who
have subsequently gone on to have significant success in their chosen fields, both nationally and
internationally. We are proud of the girls who are here today and who will go out into the
world and make an impression in the future.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
All enquiries should be directed, in the first instance, to the Principal. Information for specific year levels
is available on request, or can be viewed on, and downloaded from, the website.
Enquiries are welcome at any time during school office hours (8.30am – 4.30pm)
Phone: +64 3 434 8429
Postal Address: PO Box 42, Oamaru 9444
Email: office@waitakigirlshigh.school.nz
Website: www.waitakigirlshigh.school.nz
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